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For until the law fin was in the world; 
but fin is not imputed, when there is no 


15 . Paul in a Chapter before, Chap. iii. 
rebukes one of his Converts, 
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Jeu, the Weakneſs of . the Vanity 

of all ſuch Boaſting : For that every Man, who 

like Abraham believ'd, was juſtifiable by his 

Faith, as that faithful Perſon was. But by the Rom. iii. 20; 

deeds of the lau, no fleſh could be juſtified ; tor by 

the law is the knowledge of in: And that all Fer: 
ns, 
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Rom. iii. 22, ſons, without any difference, all have finned, all 

| Mankind were become guilty before God, and { 
come ſhort of his glory. Since all baue finned. 

; Proving it by this Conſequence further; that as 


.. % one man, Adam, ſm enter d into the world, an 

eath by fin; ſo death paſſ d upon all men living o 

| that very Account, as they were ſinners, and e- 
; qually liable to Death as Adam was. 

1 The Words of the Text then follow. For un- 

til the lau, i. e. until the Time of the Law, 

given by God to Moſes, and by him publickly no- 

tified to the Fews, Sin was in the world; i. e. 

Ws had been before, now was, and ſtill would be in 

| CL the World, and the Perſons Inhabitants thereof, 

This is a clear Caſe; a Fact 'provable by Teſti- 

mony and each ones Experience, that. Sin is, 

was, and yet abounds amongſt Men. It is a cer- 

tain Truth, a Truth like Pain felt, and com- 

plaining and always calling for Eaſe and Relief, 

Bur urges the Apoſtle, Sin is not imputed when 

there is no law. Tis true. But then to this the 

Reply is: That by God's ſpecial Providence, there 

always has been, and always was Law ſubſiſting; 

; a Law laid down and commanded before the 

coming in of Sin, nay a Law enjoin'd to prevent 

Gen. ü. 16,17. It at firſt. The Lord commanded Adam; (ſays 

the Text) Thou ſhalt not eat of the tree of know- 

ledge of goed and evil; for in the day thou eateſt 

thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 1 

So true is the Obſervation our Apoſtle makes 

Rom. vi. 23. upon this ſad Event, that Death was the Wages 

Sin paid Men: Death, in the ordinary way of c bs 

ing, whether the Term of Man's Life was long- 
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er or ſhorter, {till Death triumph'd and reign'd Rom. v. 14. 
from Adam to Moſes, ſays St. Paul. Death was the 
ſure Attendant upon Sin, and its Puniſhment too 
ee eee 
And yet, notwithſtanding Sin and Impiety 
rear d their Heads, ſpreading their Contagion far 
and near, overflowing all the Mounds and Fences 
of natural Law, Right and Conſcience, ſtanding  _ 
in their Way; until God appeared unto Moſes in Ads vn. 30. 
the buſh, and after that gave him the two Tables 
on the Mount, declaring the Law of Terror to 
the T/raelttes aloud; and inveſting him and the 
Magiſtrate with the Power of Life and Death, 
the Power of the Sword, in a legal way, to pu- 
niſh by Death; Zo bear the fword as God's minifter, Rom. xii. 4; 
to execute wrath upon the evil doers, and the 
praiſe of thoſe that do well, But then it may be 
ſaid, that in caſe there be Law, may not Sin be 
differently imputed and ſet to account by God? 
May not Sin be diverfly imputed where there is 
Law? T anfwer, yes: Dopbrieſs he mot righteous Palm xi. 7: 
God loveth righteciſfneſi: bjs couritenanice will behold 
the upright in every View, State or Condition 
whatever. But to the Sinner be giveth travail, rae. fl. 26. 
ſays the Preacher: Adam was under the moſt 
pure natural Light in his State of Innocence; 
and after his Fall under the leſs pure ſtate of Na- 
ture: And Noeab who livd in both Worlds, that 
before and that after the Flood, had the ſame 
kind of Light to walk by. And fo had Mrabam 
and Melchiſedec, and Job, during that long Space 
of Sins reign until Mofes's time. God is no idle 
Judge, no vain ms of Things and Perſons : 
L 41 2 O 
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Of the ſingle or combin'd, or of the interfering 
Actions of Men; of their obſerving or their devia- 
ting from the Line of their Duties, and the ſeve- 
ral Laws Men walk by and live under; nay, of 
the Merit or Demerits of their reſpective Sins or 

Plal. xevi. 13. Virtues, — In righteouſneſs will be judge the world, 
and the people with his truth. For that ſervant 
which knew his maſter's will, and did it not, ſhall be 

Luke xii. 47. beaten with many ſtripes. But he that knew it 
not, and did things worthy of many ſtripes, ſhall be 

— 48. beaten with few ſtripes ;, ſays the Evangeliſt. And 
here in the Text, For until the law, ſin was inthe 
2 but fin 1s not imputed where there is no 

aw. | 

The Queſtion how far God will be pleaſed to 

impute or not impute Sin and its Demerits to Na- 
tions ſeverally, or particular Perſons, according to 
the Variety of Diſpenſations they fall under or 
are appointed to, according, to the ſeyeral Means 
of Light and Knowledge, God has vouchſafed and 
given Men, and according as they have render'd 
themſelves capable and willing to receive ſuch 

Means, is a Point I ſhall not go into further. But 

from the former part of this Text, of Sin's Being, 

Continuance, and Prevailing in the World, 1 

ſhall preſume, on this folemn Occaſion, before 

this venerable Audience, and attempt to hom. 


12.9 Ker * 5 17 119 ALY nen 1951] 
I. The Neceſſity, Uſe and. Importance of 
| | Law in general, here ſuppoſed and conſidered as 
| a Check and Controul upon Sin. For until 
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II. How far Moſes's Revelation ſuperadded 
to this general Law of Nature, contributed to ſtop 
the Progreſs of Vice and Sin, 


III. An: Obſervation imply'd, that the chief 
Intendment of the Mo/azc Law and Polity was 

the bringing in of a better hope, an Aſſurance of a Heb. vii. 19. 
ſufficient Sacrifice and Attonement to be made 

for Sin thereby in our Saviour's Perſon. For tbo 

until the law, i. e. until the full End and Deter- 

mination.of Mo/es's Law, Sin might appear to be 

without Law oppoſing it; yet the Law Chriſtian, 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith, would then take — 
place and be effectual. i 
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And Firſt then, as to the Neceſſity, Uſe and 
Importance of Law in general, conſider'd as a 
Check and Reſtraint upon Sin. Tis founded 
on this, That Law and Order does and muſt o- 
riginally proceed and come from God. He at 
the Creation when he ſpoke all things into Being, 
he ſpoke Law and Order at the ſame time. God 
annex d and fix d Regularity to the whole Creati- 
on, and to its ſeveral Parts at once; giving Move- 
ments to the moſt inanimate Parts, and thoſe 
Movements carry'd on with great Exactneſs and 
Proportion, obſerving Time and Diſtance, and. 
continuing this day according to God's ordinance. Pal. exix. 913 
On inferior Creatures indeed was beſtow d Senſe 
and Life, but a Rule and Law diverſly ſuited and 
fitted to their reſpective Species. But to Man he 
gave the Law of Reaſon, the Rule of en 
| "TN 
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and the Light of Conſcience to direct his Goings. 

——And can itbe well ſuppoſed, but that this ſu- 

preme Being who has imparted to each thing cre- 

ated, this moſt exact Rule; and this moſt per- 

fe& Order, muſt not have in and from himſelf, 

this Excellence, this Accompliſhment too. How- 

ever undeterminable it may appear to the Eye of 

mere human Reaſon, may we not humbly affirm, 

that the great God himſelf has voluntarily ty'd 

himſelf down to ſome Law, Rule and Preſcript, 

ſer and ſuited to his infinite Power and Wiſdom, 

in and by which he acts and ever acts, (agreeable 

Epheſ.i.9- to the Language of Revelation) according totbe good 

— I. pleaſurepur poſed in himſelf, and after the coumſelef his 

own will, And if God himſelf thus acts by Law, 

by the ſtated Lines and Rules of his own infinite 

Perfections, may it not be juſtly coneluded, that 

he has enjoin'd the Obſervance of Law in gene- 

ral, toall thoſe of his Creatures, who are capa- 

ble of knowing this, and of following that di- 

ſtin& Rule reſpectively appointed for them 

Now upon Man, created after God's own Image 

and Likeneſs, more peculiarly is this Injunction 

laid, this Order given, ſhewn and diſcoverable. 

He is able, and can, by the due Exerciſe of his 

own Reaſon, by the Faculties of his Will and 

Underſtanding, by his reflexive Powers of ex- 

amining and judging of the Frame, Beauty, 

Harmony and Order of the Creation, obſerve and 

know what Law eis; and thence by a proper and 

fit Concluſion, he is led and inſtructed in that 

chief Duty, which Seripture every where alſo re- 

minds him of, the Belief in, and Fear of wy 
| pa 
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and Obedience to his Holy Law and Command- 
ment. Thus needful is it for Man created after 
God's Image, to uſe his utmoſt to conform to 
that excellent Original of Law, of which God 
himſelf ſets him the Pattern, and by which he 
ſees and knows the brute irrational World is turn- 
ed about and moved, at the ſame time it is whol- 
ly inſenſible how it is thusgovern'd, and of that 
Law and Meaſure which it is ſteer'd, actuated, 
and directed by. 

The Uſefulneſs and Importance of Law next 
comes under Conſideration. How fitting, how 
beneficial it is for Man's Obſervance; and the ill 
Conſequence in not keeping the Divine Com- 
mandment, the general Rule and Order God has 
appointed. Soon after Adam fell into Sin, he 
became ſenſible of this, when he felt the ruinous 
Effects, by the Breach of that Law ſet him in 
Paradiſe; and to be ſure recollected himſelf ſoon 
by a Reflection on that Law which he had ſo un- 
warily broken, and then try'd his utmoſt to come- 
back into Order again. And is not this a moſt 
wiſe Courſe, and to be imitated by us his after- 
Poſterity? This after-Wiſdom may ſtand us in 
ſome ſtead, when by our Miſcarriages we are in- 
ſtructed, learn by our pak Follies to grow better 
and walk more carefully for the future. Thus it 


is in private, and thus in ſocial Life, and thus al- 
ſo in publick Communities, Men get Experience 
from their own Faults and Miſtakes; and ſome- 
times a better Law is obtain'd on occaſion of a 
former Miſchief. What then can Man in his 
preſent State do better, than to have — -4 
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Pſal. xix. 7,8, 
g—11. 


thoſe excellent Means preſcrib'd him in the Di- 
vine Will, and which ſedate Reaſon ever approves 
and ratifies? I mean, the Fear of God, in an 
Hatred, as he does, of all manner of Sin and Ini- 
quity; and in depagting from all kinds of Evil. 

This is 'the true Teſt of Man's good Senſe; 
this the ſureſt Proof of his good Underſtanding ; 
and this is that Expedient holy David propoſes 
and recommends, a Reflection upon, and Conſi- 
deration of the Divine Law. 

That perfect Law of the Lord converting the 
foul ; Thoſe ſure teſtimonies of His making wiſe the 


ſimple ; Thoſe righteous ſtatutes, rejoicing the heart; 


Thoſe pure commandments of God enlightening the 
eyes; That fear of the Lord jo clean, enduring for 
ever; Thoſe judgments of the Lord ſo true and 
righteous altogether ; Moreover, by theſe are God's 
fervants warned, and in keeping of them there is 
great reward. And truly, this Deſcription here 
uſed by the Pſalmiſt, ſeems to be no other than a 
lively Portrait of that general Law of the 
Creation, which it ſo much imports Man always 
to obſerve and keep, For how can he ſooner re- 
cover and repair the Ruins of the Divine Image, 
ſo worn out and decayed by Sin in his Mind, 
than by recurring to thoſe Notices of the Divine 
Law ; in thinking and doing as David did? By 
the Practice of which, both God's Glory and his 
own Advantage are at once conſulted and ſerved. 
In being thus both ſeaſonably warn d, and at the 
fame time thus rewarded. 

The heavens indeed of themſelves declare the 
glory of God; yet it is in a ſilent and dumb man- 

| ner. 


— — . — — —— ———  — — £ 
ASSIZE=-SERMON. 9 


i r 


ee 
ner; a magnificent Show of them is continually 
offer d to the View; but it is by the Mouth and 
Utterance of Man, that they are ſo generally 
talk d of and praiſed. That there is no ſpeech, nor Pl. Ar. 1, 3; 
language, where thir voice is not heard; and God's 
Power and Wiſdom thus made known and pro- 
claimed every where. For other Creatures be- 
ſides, act and are impelled, by a certain Law or 
Inſtinct; tho' not under any Senſe of Law, what 
it is, or to What Purpoſe given. But to Man's 
Mind and Underſtanding, this evidently appears 
and is known: He ſees, he pereeiyes their ſingular 
and ſeveral Uſes they were made for, and are ſub- 
ſervient to: From the higheſt heavenly Bodies, to 
the loweſt Claſs , innumerable creeping. things 
upon earth, even to inſenſible Things, Man alone, 
I ſay, becomes the Index, Voice and Interpreter 
for the reſt of the Creatures; by his praiſing God 
and ſaying; O Lord, our governor, bow excellent palm vill. 1: 
is thy name in all the earth! Thou haſt ſet thy Glo- 
ry above the heavens ; thou' haſt created all things, 
in Fitneſs, Seaſon, Order and Proportion; in 
Number, Weight and Meaſure: Thine they are, 
and for thy glory they were and are created. Rev. iv. 11: 
This is that Fruit of our Lips which the Apoſtle Heb. xiii. 15. 
calls the ſacrifice of -pratſe: unto God continually. 
Whereby is not meant only private, but-publick 
Worſhip too; wherein: Men, all Men, both of 
high and low Degree; thoſe, who daily toil and 
work at their Labour, euen to the king himfelf, Eocleſ. v. 9. 
who ts ſerved Fenn the field, as Solomon obſerves : 
Kings and all people, -princes and all judges of the Pal. calyiii 
earth ; they are to praiſe 8 the _ ifs 034 
or 
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For his name alone is excellent, his glory above the 
earth and heaven, In truth, the intellectual Part 
of the Creation, Mankind, can only upon the 
Foot of Reaſon, and under a Senſe of Law, thus 
Jointly and unanimouſly confent, in a publick 

Paal. cri. 33 manner, to declare their Thanks to God, and few 
forth all his praiſe. They, moreover, from their 
own Experience, and Uſe of the Creatures, can, 
and may know and affirm his Wonders, as they 
daily taſte of his Goodneſs. Man's common and 
chief Danger lies either in a thankleſs Uſe of theſe 
Creatures, or in the frequent Abuſe of them, the 
not uſing them lawfully, and, to that good End, 
they were, by their wiſe Lawgiver, appointed 
and directed. For it is ever worth remarking, 
that in the Obſervanee and Practice of the divine 
Laws, not only God's Honour is ſerv'd, but 
Man's Perfection and Happineſs alſo reſults there- 
from: For let him be taken either in a private or 
a publick Capacity, in both theſe reſpects, the 
retaining and keeping Law and Order, do great- 
ty conduce to his Help and Support. Every hu- 
man Law, enacted by proper Authority, ought 
to have a fit End enjoin'd for the common Good 
of the Society; which is, that as few as poſſi- 
ble may be hurt and injured, and as many as 
may be, receive Advantage; that is, that it be 

for the publick and moſt general Benefit and 

* Welfare. Now here comes in the Care and Inter- 

4 _ poſition of the Civil Magiſtrate, in providing 

| fit Laws for this Purpoſe; to try, if poſſible, 

to prevent the Beginnings of Evil; and when 

Evi do appear to ſpread, then, by the Execu- 

2 : tion 
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ther Growth and Increaſe; and in caſe this be 
not effectual, then by ſharper Means to work a 
Cure. For an extrordinary Puniſhment is not u- 
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ſed, but in very extraordinary Caſes ; and is rare- 


ly found in any juſt human Law. The manner 
God takes to deal with Sinners and ſinful Nations, 


is ever gracious, juſt, good, and righteous. . He Net. is. 19, 


is low to anger; of A mercy and pity; always 
ready to repent and to forgive; diſpoſed to alter 
his Purpoſe, even when he is about to inflict any 
ſore Evil on the Sons of Men, He does not pu- 
niſh in haſte, never but ben we deſerve puniſh- 


ment; Has kindlings in his bowels, will not imme. Hol. xi. 9. 


diately execute the fierceneſs of bis anger; For He 


75 God and not man. MIS: 
All that Space of Time from Adam to the 
Flood, God did not leave himſelf without a Wit- 
neſs, when he left Men then under the Direction 
of natural Light and Conſcience, with ſome 
Communications of His Divine Preſence, to the 
long aged Patriarchs, Adam's immediate Off- 
ſpring and Deſcendants. But that this Law was 
ineffectual to ſtem the Torrent of Vice is ver 


clear; from God's ſaying, That the whole earth Gen. vi. 


was corrupt before him, and filled with violence, 


and ſo as ſoon as the Ark was built, the flood came 2 Pet. i. 5. 


upon the world of theſe ungodly, ſays St. Peter. 
When Mankind was reſtored after this, how the 
Worſhip of Idols came in and prevailed amongſt 
Noah's Poſterity, within a few Ages, is alſo evi- 
dent, from God's calling forth Abram with his 
Family from che e Nations about him. 
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tion of Law to ſtay, hinder, and ſtop, their fur- 
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It W as this Uncorrupt Man, this friend of "God, 


who ſo readily . obeyed the Divine Call; Who 
came out and ſeparated himſelf, and who by the 
Righteouſneſs of his Faith wander'd up and 
down with his own Kindred and Domeſtics, to pre- 
ſerve a Remnant of true Worſhippers. Theſe, 
with 1/rael their Father, went down into Egypt, 
and in four hundred Years came out from thence, 
a numerous People, under the Conduct of Moſes, 
out of that ſtrange Land, the Houſe of Bon- 
dage. ER IY | 


The next and ſecond Point obſervable from the 
Text, is, That until Mo/es's time, Sin was in the 
World, namely, until the Time and Duration of 
the Law ſettled under Moſes; at which Period, 
Sin, Vice, and Ignorance hada Stop, a great and 
ſignal Obſtruction. St. Paul, in another Epiſtle, 
ſuppoſes a Perſon to aſk this Queſtion, Wherefore 
then ſerveth the law? and he reſolves it thus, 
it was added, i.e. given (fays the Apoſtle) be- 
cauſe of tranſgreſſions: By this plural Expreſſion, 
intimating the vaſt Heap, that innumerable 
Quantity of Offences incurr'd under it, For it 
was upon Experience found, That the T/raelites 
themſelves were the worſt Obſervers, nay the 
greateſt Breakers of it. And what is ſtill worſe, 


that main Part, the two Tables, wherein their 


Duty to God and Man are evidently recognized 
and diſtinguiſh'd; in both theſe there were fear- 
ful and frequent Breaches made by them : Soon 
repining and murmuring at Providence, even 
when they were cating Quails and Manna in the 


De- 


An ASSIZE-SERMON. 13 


8 Deſert; tempting God to multiply his Mi- 
0 racles; and mixing with the outcaſt idolatrous 
e Nations, tho' expreſly order'd to the contrary. 
a About forty years did the Almighty ſuffer the man- Acts xiii. 18, 
- ners of this people in the Wilderneſs ; and when the 
Canaanites were ſubdued by Jeſhua, and Iſrael had 
| divided the Land for an Inheritance amongſt their 
A | Tribes, yet how ſoon after this was there a Re- 
p | lapſe into their former Offences. They fell into 
- : the Vices of thoſe they had overthrown, even the 
| moſt abominable Practices of their Heathen Ad- 
| verſaries; whom God had bid them utterly to 

e : deſtroy; treſpaſſing more and more, as Amon did, 
e ; and the latter Kings both of 1/rae/and Judab, until 2 Chron: 
4 4 Wrath came upon them, Wrath without Re- I. 22. 
, 8 medy. 

2 This all their Prophets witneſs; and this their 
„ whole Hiſtory is full of. And yet with all theſe 
2 g national Faults and Deviations, we ought not to 
, blame the Law itſelf on this Account. To be 
No fure not. The Hebrew Nation, if we reflect up- 
, on its Origin, Law, and Polity, marvelouſly 
e ſubſiſting under the Care of Providence, and 
it with Regard had to their Neighbours ſurround- 
'S ing them, were a moſt antient, famous, and con- 
e ſiderable People. God exalted and diſtinguiſh'd 
5 this Nation with many Privileges, which he ne- 
r ver vouchſafed to any others beſides. To them Rom. iii. 2, 
] (ſays our Apoſtle) were committed the oracles of 
. God. They were Iſraelites deſcended from Jacob — ix. 4.5. 
1 and the Patriarchs; They were adopted by God 
1 or his Inheritance out of all th: Families of the 
© earth, They had the glorious Preſence of the Di- 
. vine 
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vine Majeſty with them; The ark, and the cove. 
nants, and the giving of the law and the promiſes, 
Rom. ix. 5- Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning 
the fleſh, Chriſt came; who is over all, God bleſſed 
for ever. Amen. St. Paul, who had been an 
Hebrew, was well apprized of theſe Matters; 
that they were valuable, and worth regard ; that 
they were of real Advantage, as well as of good 
Report. And therefore Moſes at the Beginning 
of Deuteronomy, when he renewed the Deca- 
logue, urges the Obſervance upon the People, 
from the Goodneſs of the Law itſelf, as well as 
from the Reputation they would gain thereby. 
Deut. iv. 6, 7, For what nation ſo great is there, that hath ſtatutes 
ua and judgments fo righteous, as all this law is, which 
T have ſet before you this day? Keep therefore, and 
do them, for this is your wiſdom and underſtanding 
in the ſight of the nations, which wall hear all theſe 
ſtatutes, and ſay, Surely this great nation is a wiſe 
and underſtanding nation. 

And indeed, if we look cloſely into the Laws of 
the two Tables, what elſe can we think they con- 
tain but a fair Copy and Tranſcript of the pure 
original Law of Nature, ſo magnified and ſought 
after by the vain Diſputers of theſe latter Ages? 
To be ſure no ſober ſerious Enquirer, can ever 
gainſay the Light and Evidence, the Reaſonable- 
neſs or Unreaſonableneſs of the things commanded 
or forbidden therein. And was not this ſparkling 
Law, this lightſome Teſtimony on behalf of 
God's Truth and Righteouſneſs, reflected every 
where amongſt the Gentile Nations, amongſt 
whom the Jews lived and conyerſed? And 
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muſt not this give ſome Check to the Powers of 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs, the Idol-Worſhip in 
the Heathen World? When the Queen of Sheba 
came from far to viſit Solomon, and all his Glory 
was ſhewn her, can we imagine, that this Prin- 
ceſs was not ſhewn in his Temple the Ark and 
the Covenants, and the Law therein laid ? Nay is 


it not probable, that ſome of thoſe hard Que- 


ſtions, ſhe aſk'd and was reſolved in, might be 
concerning the Law of So/omon's God? But to be 
ſure, after this, we can with more Certainty af- 
firm, That during the 70 Years Captivity at Ba- 
bylon, the Jeu ſo long reſiding there, muſt 
needs make their Law well known, and famous 
in the Eat. Of this Ezra the Jeuiſb Hiſtorian 
has recorded a Proof, when their old judicial Law, 
together with the Temple- Service and Appoint- 
ments were all by Artaxerxess Commiſſion revi- 


ved. And thou Ezra (fays the Decree) after the kan vii. 25, 


wiſdom of thy God, ſet judges and magiſtrates, to 26. 
judge all the people beyond the river; all ſuch as 
know the laws of thy God and teach ye them, that 
know them not; and whoſoever will not do the law 
of thy God, and the law of the king, let judgment be 
ſpeedily executed upon him. Whether it be unto 
death ; or to baniſhment, or to confiſcation of goods, 
or to impriſonment, Thus remarkable and diſtin- 
guiſh'd was Moſess Law amongſt the mightieſt 
of the Eaftern Princes and Nations. In the Body 
of this Law was that well known Prediction a- 
bout the Meſſiah, that famous Appointment 


lon, 


of Deut. xviii, 
a prophet lite unto Moſes in after times to appear, 519. 
I ben at the time of the Jes return from Baby- 
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lon, we may well preſume, that this Text was 
much urged and inſiſted upon by the latter Pro- 
phets: Then were their Hopes awaken'd to ex- 
pect the great Prophet, to come into, and by his 
Preſence, grace the ſecond Temple, now re- 
built; Thar the glory of this latter houſe might be 
greater than the former. So that from hence, 
from this very ancient Record in the Fewiſh Law, 
join'd with ſuch prophetic Teſtimony, may be 
juſtly dated, the Riſe of that conſtant Rumor, 
that old riveted Opinion, about the Advent of 
ſome great King, which prevail'd and continu'd 
ſo long for ſome Ages over the Eaſt. 
But after all, it muſt be own'd, That Mofes's 
2 Pet. i. 19. Law, was but a dim Light, 4 hight ſhining in a 
dark' place, as St. Peter ſtiles Prophecy: It was 
not ſtrong, not ſufficient to break thro” the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs, that thick Darkneſs and Cor- 
ruptions which had covered the Nations of the 
World. The main Intendment of that whole 
Law look'd further; its chief View was nobler 
2 Cor. ii. 13. and more extenſive. It look'd to Meffab the 
Prince, the Angel of the new covenant, to come and 
take off the veil from Meſes's face, and to ſhew this 
Law in all its Light and Luſtre. 1 
And thus Origen and St. Auſtin explain this 
Clauſe of the Text, Until the lau, i. e. until the 
full End and Expiration of the Meſaic Oecono- 
my, until Grace came and fulfill'd Moſes's Law, 
And here, during this Eſtabliſhment, ſtill Sin 
continued aud mightily prevailed, even amongſt 
the Jews themſelves. When lo! towards the 
ſhutting up of this Law and Commandment, 
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Chriſt the righteous, the Saviour of the whole 
World appears. 


This was the third and laſt Obſervable ſug- 


eſted in the Text to our Conſideration, name- 


ly, that Cbriſt was the end of the law for righ- Rom. x. 4, 


teouſneſs ſake. He came, and by his coming, 
gave anew Turn to things, ſhook all Nations, and 
cauſed the greateſt Revolution in ſpiritual Affairs 
that ever happen'd on this World's Scene. Then 
indeed all the prophetic Characters ſhew'd 
forth themſelves in Him. Then, as Haggai 


preached, the Deſire of all nations came. Then Hagg. ii. 7. 
9. 


as Zachary ſpeaks, Ston's King; or, according Zach. ix. 


to Malachi, the Lord came to his Temple. Then Mal. ii. 1. 


— 


at length, the Prophet Daniel's Antient of Days Dan. vii. 13, 
diſcloſed himſelf, The Son of Man came in Ful- ** 


neſs of Time, in proper Time and Manner. He, 


the ſame Prophet's Mefiah the Prince, appear'd Dan. ix. 25. 


in Perſon upon Earth. But how pray? Not in out- 
ward State, Shawand Parade! Not with numerous 
Legions and Armies, but with a ſmall appointed 
Guard of twelve Apoſtles and 2 Diſciples 
only. Theſe, under the Direction of the bleſſed 
Spirit, were ordered to proven: What? Why, their 
own Lord's Death and Reſurrection, and a great 
Victory thereby over Sin, Death, and the Grave, 
Thus he became the 7eus true Meſſiah, a Prince, 
a King, a mighty Conqueror over the chief and 

worſt Enemies all Mankind have. | 
But was this all then, may ſome ſay, that 
Chriſt, our Chieftain, did and effected for us? 
No: Still ſomething more and further remains 
D be- 
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behind, and that was his Sufferings. He was to 
1 Cor. xx. 55, pull out the fling of death, fin; and How was 
10 that? Why, by dying himſelf for us; He bore the 
Pet. ii. 24. ans of many, bore our fins in his own body on the tree. 
Dan, ix. 24. By this Sacrifice He finiſÞ'd the tranſgreſſion, made 
II. li 12, © reconciliation for iniquity, made interceſſion for the 
tranſgreſſors. Becoming that full ſufficient Sacri- 
fice and Atonement for the Sins of the whole 
| World; that God might be pacified, and Man 
2 Cor. v. 19. reconciled to God His Father, not imputing here- 
after their treſpaſſes to them. But ſtill ſays St. 
12 xXx. 55. Paul, the ſtrength of = is the law, and that He 

em vu 7, had not known fin but by the law, Why even here 
Chriſt, the great Redeemer, comes to our Reſcue 
and to our Aſſiſtance. When the Sceptre had de- 
parted from Fudab, This Angel of the covenant, 


Mal. iii. 2. he new covenant, appears from Heaven, bringin 


Ta. li.7- Tidings of peace and ſalvation, glad tidings of the 
Luke viii. 1. Fingdom of God. Then He the Shiloh, the per- 


Ifa. il. 3. Sion with his law, and the word of the Lord from 
eruſalem ; He at length comes, the greateſt Pro- 
Plal. xl. 7, 8. phet, both to ſhew and fo ds God's heavenly will: 
I 0 inſtru& Men in the right way of Faith and 
Repentance, in all the Ways of Virtue, Truth, 
and Purity, of Love, Equity, and Juſtice; de- 
claring the great Truths of God; Things hid- 
den, Things reſerved, Things ſupernatural, 
Things divine. After this he departed back to 
his Father, and ſent down the Bleſſed Spirit to 
repreſent his Perſon, firſt giving a Commiſſion 
to his ſelect Followers to ſettle and gather a 

2 Church 


Luke ii. 10. good News, glad tidings of great Joy to all people ; 


Paal. I. 2. fection of beauty, God appeareth; coming out of 
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Church out of all Nations, by that Spirit 

who was to guide and lead them into all truth, john xi. 11, 

the Truth of thoſe Things and Doctrines, which 

after his Death, they were to preach and declare 

to the whole World; the Apoſtles did fo, did as 

their Lord had ordered: They publiſh'd the 

grand Charter of Chriſt's Law and Ordinances; 

and therein, his Words, Speeches, Actions, 

Mind and Will. This Law, the law of grace and john i. 15 

truth, the law of the ſpirit of hife, and the perfect Rom. viii. 2. 

Jaw of liberty too, is to be found now in the Apo- Vn. . 25: 

ſtolical Writings, the Goſpels, Acts and Epiſtles, 

all penned by inſpired Martyrs and Hiſtorians, 

and by them left for the Church's Benefit in one 

ſmall Code, the New Teſtament. When the 

Book of this New Law was publiſh'd, all that Luke xxiv.44. 

Moſes, the Pſalms and Prophets had before ſpoken 

concerning Chriſt, was to a tittle verified, made 

good, and fulfilled. This our Saviour aſſures all 

the Diſciples of, often referring and looking back 

to Moſes, for a Proof of his own Meſſiahſhip and 

Miſſion. He receiv'd Baptiſm,and liv'd an obedient 

Subject to the Law, bat be might fulfil all righ- yg. ii. 5, 

teouſneſs. And in many Conferences with the 

Jews, appeals to a former Revelation, their own 

Scriptures, and deſires that they would diligent- 

ly ſearch and examine zheſe Scriptures ; for they John v. 39. 

are they, which teſtify of me, Nay farther, he 

charges them with Infidelity, with Want of a 

right Belief in Moſes himſelf, in Moſes's writings; 

becauſe they did not believe in him; for he, Moſes, w. 46. 

wrote of Me, ſays Chriſt our Prophet, the Lord jer. xxii. 6. 

our righteouſneſs in every Reſpect. St. Paul after- | 
D 2 wards, 
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i. 8,9. Law, the Law of Moſes. It is à good law 


* mn. 


wards, who was ſo ſingularly knowing in the 
Fewiſh Law and Cuſtoms, confirms this farther, 
when he aſſerts and vindicates the Uſe of the 
as he tells Timothy, if a man uſe it lawful. 

ly; knowing this, that the law was not made 

for a righteous man, but for the lawleſs and 
diſobedient; thoſe that ſet all the Laws of 
God and Man at defiance: For the ungodly and 

g. o. Vnners, the unboly and profane, for murderers of 
'* fathers and murderers of mothers, for manſlayers, 
for whoremongers, and thoſe that defile themſelves 
with mankind ; for menſtealers, for liars, for per- 
jured perſons, and the like notorious Acts and 


i Tim. i. 11. Actors of Villany: Thoſe who oppoſe them- 


WV 


ſelves to the ſound Doctrine according to the glori- 
ous Goſpel of the bleſſed God, and of our great Le- 
giſlator's Will. There wants no Comment, no 
decyphering here, to ſhew to whom the Care 
and Power 1s committed, even to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate of every Age and Country, to provide a- 
gainſt, and to check, to detect and puniſh, all 
ſuch enormous Crimes and Offences. The Caſe 
is plain; the Law Chriſtian here concurs and 
countenances the Civil Powers in doing thus, 
However, as St. Paul by Experience knew the 
Malice of an evil World, and that Innocence it- 
ſelf might ſuffer by falſe Accuſation, and for 
want of being heard in its own Defence, he does, 
when call'd into a Court, by his own Practice 
thew, the 1 and Equity of all ſuch Me- 
thods of Self- defence, always putting his Adver- 


ſaries and Accuſers upon Proof of the heinous 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors laid to his Charge. 
; . And 
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And to the like Purpoſe Nicodemus, a Ruler of 
the Jews, when the Phariſees and Chief-Prieſts. 
had raſhly ordered our bleſſed Saviour's Appre- 
henſion, takes the Part of their Officers in Coun- 
cil, that they had not acted amiſs or illegally ;. 
for that there was no warrant, no ground in their 
Law to apprehend Chriſt. Doth our Law, ſays 
that wiſe Perſon, judge any one, before it hears him, John vii. 51: 
and know what he doth? Thus, we find, the He- 
brew Law, even the cuſtomary Forms of the ju-- 
dicial Part thereof, to have been of. Uſe, and laid 
claim to by the Fews themfelves in our Lord's 
Life-time, and afterwards. But further ſtill , 
Chriſt our Prophet, our Lawgiver and Judge, 
in his Divine Charge upon the Mount, admo- 
niſhes and commands the Subjects of his King- 
dom to look to their Hearts, and 70 let their righ- Matth. v. 20. 
120uſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the ſtribes and 
fhariſees,. if they would pleaſe him. That they 
ſhould interpret Me/es's Law, by the Rule of E- 
quity, Truth, and ſober Reaſon, according to the 
right Spirit and Intent of that Law evermore.. 
To love God above and before all things, in worſhip= au. xxii. 27. 
ping him, @ ſpirit, in ſpirit and truth, to love our john iv. 23. 
neighbour as ourſelves, with a moſt fincere and e- Matt. 27, 28. 
qual Affection and Good-will, in harbouring no 
murderous, adulterous, thieviſh, perjurious or 
covetous Thoughts and Defigns againſt either his 
Perſon or Poſſeſſions; but to own and ſpeak the Rpheſ iv. 182 
truthin love, and from the heart; to judge onlyrigh- John vii. 24 
teous judgment. | * Sa 

For ſo the Apoſtles from their Maſter's Mouth 
give theſe and the like Injunctions, to be obſer- 
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1 Pet. ii. 17. 
Ib. 13. 
1Theſſ. v. 2 2. 
Rom. xii. 17. 
1Theſſ. v. 21. 


John. 1. 13. 


Epheſ. ii. 2. 
1 Pet. ii. 14. 


Rom. xiii. 


Jam. ii. 18. 


ved by all Degrees and Orders of Chriftian Men. 


To honour all men; to ſubmit themſelves to every 
ordinance of man; to abſtain from all appearance 
of evil; to provide things honeſt in the fight of all 
men; to prove all things, and to hold faſt that which 
is good; for that the law came by Moſes, but grace 
and truth by Jeſus Chriſt (ſays St. Fohn). That 
whilſt Sin is in the World, and ſhews itſelf, in 
the outward AR, in its miſchievous Works and 
Effects, there muſt be a competent human Au- 


thority to take cogniſance thereof; there muſt be 


the proper Enſigns and mutual Help of the Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtracy, and the Chriſtian Miniſtry, for 
the Maintenance and Support of Religion and 
Government until our Lord's ſecond coming 
to judge the Earth; to ſubdue that Spirit of 
iniquity working in the Children of Diſobedience, 
and to puniſh all Evil-dacers; as well as to 
countenance, encourage, praiſe and reward, 
thoſe that are obedient and do well. Thoſe who 
live according to our bleſſed Lord's moſt finiſh'd 
Rule and Law, according rt the righteouſneſs which 
is by faith, and who ſhew that faith by their good 


WOrRks. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and Gd 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe, 


Might, Majeſty and Dominton, now and for 


Ver. | 


wa — A HH 0 3 AN eo 270 5 


» XR. 


GQ WW. @ = 73 


— 


tee FT Wks bs 


A. Yo ee © © & vw 


ww” wo 


Books printed = ]. and ]. Pemberton. 


HE Uſe and Intent of Prophecy it in the 
ſeveral Ages of the World, in fix Diſ- 


couries, delivered at the Temple. Church! in April | 
and May, 1724. Publiſhed at the Defire of the 
Maſters of the Bench of the Two Honourable 
Societies, To which are added Four Diſſertati- 
ons: I. The Authority of the Second Epiſtle of 
St, Peter. II. The Senſe of the Ancients before 
Chriſt upon the Circumſtances and Conſequences 
of the Fall. III. The Blefling of Jadol, Gen. 
xlix. IV. Chriſ''s Entry into 3 The 
third Edition corrected. Price 48. 6 d. 

2. A Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of 
Commons at St. Margaret's Ween, March 8. 
1714. 

3. A Sermon preach'd at the 7. emple-Church, 
November 20. 1715. 

4. A Sermon preach'd before the Honburable 
Houſe of Commons, at St. Margaret's Weſtmin- 
ſter, June 7. 17 16. 

5. A Sermon preach'd before the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord-Mayor, &c. at St. Bridget's 
Church, on Tueſday in Eaſter Week, April 23. 
171 

"61A Sermon preach'd before the Right Ho- 
nourable the g 4 = 7 St. . get's 
Church, on Eaſter Monday, 1 22. 172 

7. A e each d before the Houſe of 
Lords, in the 46 urch at * mater, . 


aer 30: a 


Books printed For J. and ]. Pemberton. 


4 


8. A Sermon preach” d before he Truſtees of 
the Infirmary in James-/treet M. munfeer, April 
26. 

* 8 preached before the Society cor- 

reſponding with the Incorporated Society in Dublin, 

for promoting Engliſb Proteſtant Schools in Er- 

land, at their Meeting in the Pariſh Church of 

St. Mary-le-Bow, on Friday, Marth 17. 173.8. 

Theſe by the Right Reverend Father in Gid 
| Thomas Lord Bifoop of: nr. 


10. The Trial of the Witneſſes of the "7 
rection of Jeſus. The ninth Edition. Price 1s, 
464. 

N. B. Not only Mr. M oolſton's Objections in 

his ſixth Diſeourſe on our Saviour's Miracles, but 

thoſe alſo which he and others have publiſhed 
in other Books, are here conſidered. 


11. The Lord: Biſhop of Gleceſter 8 n 
preached before the Houſe of Lords, in the A- 
bey- Church of Weſtminſter, on Monday, Fan, zo. 
1737-8. Being the Day appointed to be obſerved 
as the. Day of the Martyrdom of King Charles 
the Firſt, 

- 12, The Lord Biſhop of Bangor s Sexton, 
preached before the I ncorporated Society, for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel in foreign Parts, at 
their Anniverſary Meeting in the Pariſh- Church 

"of St. Marys le- Bot, on Friday, Feb. 17. 1737-8. 

13. The Lord Biſhop of Oxford's: Sermon, 

Dres eached before the Lord Mayor and Court of 
- Aldermen, &c. at the Pariſh-Church of St, Bridget, 
on Eafter-Meonday, 1738, 


- 
2 
7 
. 


Books printed for J. and ]. Pemberton. 
g. A Sermon preach'd before tlie Truſtees of 


the Infirmary in James-/treet Weſtminſter, April 
-26. oF os | 3 
| 57 "BIS preached before the Society cor- 
-reſponding with the Incorporated Society in Dublin, 
for promoting Engliſb Proteſtant Schools in Tre- 
land, at their Meeting in the Pariſh Church of 
St. Mary-le-Bow, on Friday, March 17. 1737-8, 
Theſe by the Right Reverend Father in God 
Thomas Lord Biſhop of Salisbury. 


10. The Trial of the Witneſſes of the Reſur- 
rection of Jeſus, The ninth Edition. Price 13. 
46d. 
VN. B. Not only Mr. Woolſton's Objections in 
his ſixth Diſcourſe on our Saviour's Miracles, but 
thoſe alſo, which he and others have publiſhed 
in other Books, are here conſidered. | 


- +72. The Lord Biſhop of Gloceſter's Sermon, 
preached before the Houſe of Lords, in the 46- 
bey-Church of Weſtminſter, on Monday, Fan. Zo. 
1737-8. Being the Day appointed to be obſerved 
as the Day of the Martyrdom of King Charles 
the Firſt, | TS 
12. The Lord Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon, 
preached before the Incorporated Society, for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel in foreign Parts, at 
their Anniverfary Meeting in the Pariſh-Church 
of St. Mary-Je-Bow, on Friday, Feb. 17. 1737-6. 
13. The Lord Biſhop of Oxford's Sermon, 
.preached before the Lord Mayor and Court ot 
Aldermen, &c. at the Pariſh-Church of St. Bridget, 
on Eafter-Monday, 1738. 


rhs 


on, 
the 
ac 
rch 
7-0, 


